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CRANBERRY WEB 
The Newsletter of the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission  

and the BC Cranberry Growers Association 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT 

The numbers are in and the 2016 crop was 
the largest that we have ever produced, 
congratulations, our yield numbers are 
heading in the right direction. Even though 
there is a surplus of cranberries we need to 
strive for better yields per acre to be able to 
survive in the current market. 

Once again we had a very successful 
Cranberry Congress, well attended and some 
very good speakers. A big Thank You to Jeff 
and his committee for once again putting this 
event together for the benefit of our growers.  

For those who attended the AGM you are 
aware of the new technology that is available 
with the use of smart phones and tablets as 
demonstrated Brian Saunders.  We are 
planning a half day work shop near the end of 
April to learn more about the use of these new 
tools on your farm. As soon we have a date 
we will let everyone know.  

Congratulations to Todd May for being re-
elected as a commissioner for another three 
years. 

This year we will be having a summer Field 
Day at Coast Cranberries. The planning is 
well underway and the date is August 22. 
There will be equipment displays, crop 
supplies, and field tours.  

We also plan on having two open house 
events at the Research Farm, one near the 
end of May and the other in early September.   

As you all aware this is an election year, so 
please exercise your rights and get out to 
vote.  

Jack Brown, Chair 
 

Upcoming Events 

April 2017:   

Open House – BC Cranberry Research Society 

Research Farm, Delta 

 

August 3 & 4, 2017: 

CMC’s annual meeting, Long Beach, 

Washington 

 

August 22, 2017: 

2017 Cranberry Field Day, Coast Cranberries, 

Langley 

 

September 2017: 

Open House – BC Cranberry Research Society 

Research Farm, Delta 
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Registering New Acreage 

All Growers and Producer Vendors are reminded that you must register any additional intended 

acreage with the Commission prior to planting.  A copy of the Commission’s “Registration of New 

Cranberry Acreages” form can be found on the Commission’s website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 BC Cranberry Field Day 

Tuesday, August 22, 2017 

Coast Cranberries, Langley 

Mark your calendars! 

Once again, the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission and the 

BC Cranberry Growers Association are pleased to host our bi-

annual Field Day this summer.  More details to come. 

BC Cranberry Research Projects for 2017 

Once again, researchers were asked to submit project proposals 
to address industry research priorities.  Priorities are identified by 
the Research Committee as “High”, “Medium” and “Longer 
Term”.  The Committee met recently to review submitted 
proposals.  This year, projects recommended for full or partial 
funding include: 

1. Assessment of New Pest Management Tools That 
Address Priority Needs of the BC Cranberry 
Industry, Dr. Patten 
 

2. Understanding the Risks Posed by Cranberry 
Tipworms and Aphids in the Post-Diazinon Era, Dr. 
Fitzpatrick 

 

3. Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Cranberry 
Research Farm, ES CropConsult, Dr. Prasad 

 

4. Characterization of Cranberry Decline in BC 
Cranberry Beds, Dr. Harbut 
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BC Cranberry Research Farm Update 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winter that never seems to end is finally behind us.  Frost protection will soon be upon 

us as the cranberries move out of dormancy. In fact the long cool period, unusual here on 

the Coast, may have been beneficial for several reasons.  The cranberries, in some cases 

under snow were protected through the insulating layer, were able to go into a proper 

winter dormancy with ample cooling units to hopefully give us good strong buds and flowers 

for the 2017 crop.  Overall it was a good time too for growers to recharge and hopefully 

have some time away in warmer climates. 

Spring 2017 at the Research Farm looks for more of the same, which is an important aspect 

of research / demonstration (product screening trials / mechanical and cultural manipulation 

is repartition and replication.)  As such, our plan this year is to continue the fungicide 

demonstration using the current three main registered products available to us.  While there 

were no hard conclusions drawn as to which products or combinations worked best on the 

different cultivars, they all worked well and a key observation was that early use (8-20% 

bloom) and subsequent applications (mid and late bloom) is important for not only fruit rot 

control, but possibly an increase in fruit set past pin head stage. 

Additional new product screening is being planned for the north end of Field 4.  The logistics 

are always tricky for this, but the Research Farm is an ideal place to conduct these trials.  

Cooperation from the product Registrants, critical control over the protocols and evaluation 

with our Field Technicians and in most cases crop destruction, are the benefits of running 

these screening trials at the Research Farm. 

We hope to see the Gowers out to our Drop in Days at the Research Farm.  Additionally we 

will be hosting workshops on Mobile Technology – Phone / Tablet / Mapping and Data 

Management, registration and dates TBA soon.  We are under discussions with an Areal 

Drone company to fly at regular intervals (biweekly) throughout the growing season, a 

demonstration secession will likely coincide with a visit with Dr. Kim Patten, Dr. Nick Vorsa 

and hopefully some of our other talented local cranberry experts.  This will give Growers 

great opportunities to ask questions and learn from the researchers and each other growers 

at the best classroom of all, our fields. 

All the Best for 2017, be safe and hopefully we will see many of you at the BC Cranberry 

Research Farm in 2017. 

BC Cranberry Research Society  

 

               

                 

 

 

This project was funded in part by the Investment Agriculture 

Foundation of BC through programs it delivers on behalf of 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the BC Ministry of 

Agriculture. 
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BC Cranberry Congress – February 7, 2017 

The Congress Planning Committee would like to thank all of the cranberry growers and other 

industry stakeholders for attending the recent Cranberry Congress.  A special thanks to our 

speakers, which included: 

1. Dr. Prasad, ES CropConsult and UFV – Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Farm 

2. Dr. Patten, Washington State University – Assessment of New Pest Management Tools that 

Address Priority Needs of the BC Cranberry Industry 

3. Dr. Fitzpatrick, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada – Understanding Population Increase by 

Cranberry Tipworm in BC 

4. Dr. Harbut, Kwantlen Polytechnic University – Characterization of Cranberry Decline in BC 

Cranberry Beds 

5. John Wilson, Cranberry Institute – Cranberry Institute Update 

6. Caroline Bédard, BC Ministry of Agriculture – Update on Minor Use of Pesticides 

7. Dr. Patten, Washington State University – Surfactants to Aid in Cranberry Pest 

Management: Why, What, When and How Much 

8. David Bellamy, Ocean Spray – Fresh Fruit and Fungicide Use 

9. Rod Serres, Ocean Spray – Fruit Quality and Trends in the Cranberry Industry 

10. Ross Kreye, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural Resource Operations  

– The Water Sustainability Act and On-Farm Water Supplies 

A copy of the 2017 Congress presentations will be included on the Commission’s website: 

www.bccranberries.com. 

 

 
Are you a young 

Cranberry Grower in BC? 
 

The BC Cranberry Commission is fortunate 

to have wonderful volunteers on various 

committees that provide valuable input on 

key initiatives that support our industry.  

We are looking for interested young 

growers to join these committees in 2017.   

If you would like more information, or 

would like to help, please contact Heather 

at info@bccranberries.com.  

http://www.bccranberries.com/
mailto:info@bccranberries.com
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Notice to Industry – Biosecurity 
Guide for Fruit and Tree Nut 

Producers Now Available 

March 31, 2017, Ottawa: The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), in 
collaboration with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and sector 
organizations, has released a voluntary producer biosecurity guide for fruit and tree 
nut producers. The guide supports the National Voluntary Farm-Level Biosecurity 
Standard for the Fruit and Tree Nut Industries that was released in March 2016. 

The Standard and producer biosecurity guide were developed by the Fruit and Tree 
Nut Biosecurity Advisory Committee (FTNBAC), which includes members from sector 
associations, producers, academia, and federal and provincial specialists. 

The biosecurity guide, in combination with the Standard, will assist producers by: 

 Raising awareness of biosecurity risks and the measures that can help reduce the 
risk of pest introduction and spread. 
 Providing a nationally consistent approach to develop and implement a 
biosecurity plan in the sector. 

The Standard and producer biosecurity guide are voluntary and can be adopted in 
their entirety or can supplement existing on-farm biosecurity programs. Funding to 
develop the Standard and producer biosecurity guide has been provided under the 
Growing Forward 2 Agricultural Policy Framework. 

 
 

BC Cranberry Marketing Commission 2017 Scholarship  

The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission is once again offering the program to provide a $2,500 

scholarship grant for a family member of a grower licensee, towards the cost of post-secondary 

education.  

The scholarship grant is available for attendance at any recognized post-secondary institution within 

BC or out of Province.  Funds awarded must be used within an initial 12 month period.    Applications 

will be reviewed by a designated Committee and one award will be made each year.   

If you, or a family member may be interested, please contact the Commission for more 

information on how to apply. 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/biosecurity/fruit-and-tree-nut-producers/eng/1485361230556/1485361231335
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/biosecurity/fruit-and-tree-nut-producers/eng/1485361230556/1485361231335
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/biosecurity/developing-your-biosecurity-plan/eng/1455923503770/1455923709067
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/biosecurity/developing-your-biosecurity-plan/eng/1455923503770/1455923709067
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BC Cranberry Growers Association News 
     Mike Wallis 

 

Cranberry IPM Bulletin Coming to an Email Near You 

 

The BCCGA is undertaking an Investment Agriculture Foundation co-

funded small project to deliver a Cranberry Integrated Pest Management 

Bulletin (IPM), mimicking a popular Bulletin developed for the BC 

Blueberry Council.  ES Cropconsult will be contracted to deliver ten 

Cranberry IPM Bulletins, describing timely pest management issues 

affecting cranberry growers in BC’s various cranberry production regions.  

The intention of the Bulletin is to alert growers of emerging pest issues; 

it is not designed to replace individual farm monitoring. 

 

 

Cranberries Achieve a Priority at Minor Use Meetings 

 

Grant Keefer and Mike Wallis attended the 2017 AAFC Canadian 

Biopesticides and Minor Use Pesticides Priority Setting Workshop March 

21-23, 2017 in Gatineau, QC.  These meetings are both an opportunity 

to secure research funding towards registering pest control products in 

minor crops (which include cranberry) and to network with registrants, 

researchers and provincial crop representatives.  It is an intense three 

days of strategizing.  This year, Cranberry was able to secure an A 

priority under pathology (diseases) for Indar (fenbuconazole), for 

application towards the fruit rot complex of cranberries.  Indar is an 

older compound but successful screening of this compound by the Pest 

Management Centre would give BC growers another tool in their arsenal 

against fruit rots (and harmonize product availability with the US). 

 

 

Your Industry 

Representatives 
 

BC Cranberry Marketing 

Commission 

36376 Stephen Leacock Drive 

Abbotsford, BC  V3G 0C2 

Phone 604-557-8717 

Email info@bccranberries.com 

 

Commission Directors 

Chair, Jack Brown 

Directors 

Jeff Hamilton 

Todd May 

Bob Mitchell 

Jack DeWit 

Manager, Heather Carriere 

 

 

 

BC Cranberry Growers 

Association 

21538 – 87B Ave 

Langley, BC  V1M 2E6 

Phone 604-309-9868 

Email 

info@bccranberrygrowers.com  

 

BCCGA Board 

Chair, Grant Keefer 

Vice-Chair, Scott May 

Treasurer, Lynne Kemper 

Dave Duchek 

Darsh Banns 

Nicole Kelly 

Kyle May 

Kyle Botkin 

Executive Director (staff), 

Mike Wallis 

mailto:info@bccranberries.com
mailto:info@bccranberrygrowers.com

