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On September 29th the Commission held the
third and final open house at the Research Farm for this
year. Once again there was a good exchange of
information and everyone there could get a firsthand
look at the progress being made on the farm. This farm is
the envy of cranberry growers and researchers
throughout North America. Definitely something for all of
us to be proud of.
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Update
4-5

On November 2nd we attended the first COGA
session for this year, it was about the new Societies Act
and how it affects organizations incorporated as such.
The Commission is not affected as we are incorporated
under a Provincial act, it does however apply to the
Research Farm.

Upcoming Events

The Commission continues to support Ag in the
Classroom, as we feel that the more information we can
help give children about where their food comes from is
a very positive step. It is amazing how far removed from
our food source we have become.

January 10, 2017:
COGA Seminar – “Growing for Tomorrow:
Young Farmers & the Future of Farming”,
Abbotsford, BC
January 26-28, 2017: Pacific Agriculture Show,
Abbotsford, BC

As the battle over beverages with sugar added
continues on, the Commission is supporting the
Cranberry Institute (CI) financially in the fight to keep
cranberry juice from being lumped in with Soda
beverages. The main thrust is to emphasize the health
benefits of cranberry products. This is part of the
federal governments of both counties war on sugar to
fight obesity. We feel very strongly that the health
benefits of cranberry produces far outweigh the risks.

February 7, 2017:
BC Cranberry Congress, Mayfair Lakes Golf &
Country Club, Richmond, BC
February 22, 2017:
BC Cranberry Marketing Commission
Annual General Meeting, Mayfair Lakes Golf &
Country Club, Richmond, BC
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CHAIR’S REPORT (continued)
The Commission continues to maintain an active role in both the Cranberry Institute and the
Cranberry Marketing Committee. These organizations keep us connected to the North American cranberry
industry. With the majority of our production going to Ocean Spray it is important to stay connected to the
goings on in the industry.
The planning for the Annual Cranberry Congress is in the final stages with another great group of
speakers. Mark Feb. 7, 2017 on your calendars. It will be held at Mayfair Lakes again this year.
As the world around continues to change, it is sometimes difficult to see the things we have to be
thankful for. For this Holiday Season let’s count our blessings and be Thankful we live where we are. On behalf
of Lorrie and myself we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
Jack Brown, Chair
BC Cranberry Marketing Commission

2017 BC Cranberry Congress
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club
Mark your calendars!
Once again, the Congress will feature noted North American cranberry industry
experts who will share their knowledge and expertise with BC growers. Watch
for your invitation in the New Year with the itinerary lists of presenters and
topics.
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BC Cranberry Research Farm Update
2016 is coming to its end, it’s hard to believe just five years ago the BC Cranberry Research Farm
was still planning on how to proceed with the development, planting and a long term vision for
research to help improve BC’s cranberry Production. 2016 was also a milestone year for BC
Cranberries as deliveries came in at approximately 1.1 million BBLs, the largest Cranberry crop to
date. Growers have worked hard by renovating older fields with new varieties, improving
infrastructure and modernizing our IPM and Pest Control strategies. Moving forward, BC
Cranberry Farmers will need to continually learn and implement change to meet the crops
potential. Improvement and change comes slowly, it is one of the biggest challenges with
Cranberry Farming. But in the last 5 short years much has happened at the BC Cranberry Research
farm. Four of the five fields have been planted, and already 3 fields were harvested in 2016.
Varieties have been evaluated for yield, colour, size, and quality. Work has begun with fungicides
and herbicides with many more screening opportunities in the future. Nutrient management is an
ongoing focus for improved yield and fruit quality. Additionally, a project is underway to
demonstrate long term Girdler control / management through various rates of nematode and
potentially a sanding application.
In October, the Farm harvested fields 1, 2 and 3. Yield data estimates were collected off many of
the new named and unnamed cultivars (small plots Field 2 and large plots Field 1). Processing that
data is ongoing and will be presented at the Cranberry Congress in February. As a general note
however, the new varieties (planted June 2011) in Field 1 performed very well in the Yield
Estimates. MQ was estimated at over 400 BBLs / acre; CQ, DM, Welker and Haines were
estimated in the mid 300 BBL / acre range. BG and WR (planted late September 2011) were
estimated mid to high 200 BBl / acre. Overall quality was good and Field 1 deliveries came in
around 1% poor.
Many thanks to those who helped out at the Farm in 2016. Renee Prasad from UFV and her ES
Crop team who did the data collection, tabulation and planting of new plots in field 2, Harris
Farms for taking care of harvest, and Kyle Botkin for his hard work throughout the year.
All the Best in 2017,
BC Cranberry Research Society
This project was funded in part by the Investment Agriculture Foundation
of BC through programs it delivers on behalf of Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada and the BC Ministry of Agriculture.

2017 BC Cranberry Marketing Commission
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, February 22, 2017
Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club
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BC Cranberry Research Committee
In 2016, research projects that received funding included:
1. Understanding Population Increase by Cranberry Tipworm in BC, Dr. S. Fitzpatrick
2. Assessment of New Pest Management Tools that Address Priority Needs of the BC
Cranberry Industry, Dr. K. Patten
3. Characterization of Cranberry Decline in BC Cranberry Beds, Dr. R. Harbut
4. Evaluating Varietal Performance at the BC Cranberry Research Farm, R. Prasad, H.
Meberg
As well, Dr. S. Sabartnam submitted a project, Surveillance of Cranberry Fruit Rot
Pathogens. Dr. Sabaratnam has obtained funding for this project under Growing Forward 2.
Reports were received and reviewed by the Commission’s Research Committee on
December 7th. Reports will be posted to the Commission’s website –
www.bccranberries.com.
The Committee, under the Charimanship of Todd May, also established priorities for 2017.
This priority list is designed to identify some of the difficult production issues facing growers
and to encourage the research community to propose projects to find solutions to those
problems.
The Committee listed as High Priorities: Cranberry Field Decline, Cranberry Girdler,
Cranberry Tipworm, Varietal Evaluation, Chemigation Design and Delivery, Perennial weeds
and Fruit Quality.
Medium Priorities included: Irrigation Design and Deliver, Industry Innovations, Pollinators,
Blackheaded Fireworm, Sparganothis Fruitworm/Cranberry Fruitworm, Dearness Scale, and
Alternative Delivery Systems.
Longer Term objectives are: Cranberry Dieback Disorder (CDD), Rodent Controls, Nutrient
Management, Parasitoids, Weevils, and Organic Production.

Requests for Proposals have been sent out to Researchers and others with the deadline to
receive proposals by February 1, 2017.
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BC Cranberry Marketing Commission 2016 Scholarship Winner
Congratulations to Delaney Duchek,
The 2016 recipient of the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission
Scholarship!
Delaney’s family operate Fraserland Farms ad Crescent Island
Cranberries in Delta, BC. She plans on continuing her studies
in both Kinesiology and Psychology at the University of
Lethbridge. Well done Delaney!
Watch for news of future scholarship opportunities in upcoming
newsletters.

Water Sustainability Act and Extension of Fee Waiver Period
For Existing Groundwater Use Applications
Mike Wallis, BC Cranberry Growers Association
The new Water Sustainability Act law requiring licensing for non-domestic groundwater (and surface water) use e.g.
irrigation, industrial, etc., applies to regional cranberry growers differently. Growers in Richmond do not have to have
a water licence for irrigation as the City of Richmond is a water purveyor and therefore growers accessing water from
municipal irrigation/drainage ditches pay for their water use through municipal taxes.
Pitt Meadows controls the level of water in their municipal ditches but is not licensed as a water purveyor;
consequently farmers in Pitt Meadows are required to register their non- domestic water use.
Check with your municipality if you are in doubt.
At the 2017 Cranberry Congress, there will be a representative from the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO) to explain the registration process and hopefully clarify some issues.
The following article was circulated by email to BCCGA members but I think it is worth circulating again. (Continued
on next page.)
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WSA and Extension of Fee Waiver Period For Existing
Groundwater Use Applications (continued)
On February 29, 2016, the provincial government brought the Water
Sustainability Act into force along with the first phase of regulations. The
Water Sustainability Act updates and replaces the old Water Act and delivers
on an important government commitment to ensure our water stays healthy
and secure.
The new laws include licensing requirements for non-domestic groundwater
users, e.g., irrigation, waterworks, industrial, or power purpose. An application
for an authorization (licence or use approval) for non-domestic use of
groundwater must be submitted on or before March 1st, 2019 to be in
compliance with the law. To encourage users to apply early, the application
fee waiver period for existing non-domestic groundwater users has been
extended to December 31st, 2017.
The Province is also extending the temporary exemption to the end of 2017 for
water use for mineral exploration and placer mining activities (see Blog Post
#20). Policy work on this exemption has taken longer than anticipated and a
permanent amendment is being proposed for decision in 2017.
There are benefits to getting your groundwater licence application in early. By
submitting an application for existing non-domestic groundwater use,
government will have the knowledge of your use and be able to consider it
during water scarcity, when reviewing other applications, and to provide notice
when other applications may affect the security of your water.
Domestic groundwater use is exempt from licensing and fees. A domestic
groundwater user has a well and uses that water for household purposes, such
as drinking, washing, watering a garden, or providing water for domestic
animals and poultry. Domestic well owners are encouraged to register their
well to make their water use known so it can be protected. Submit a well
registration form to Groundwater@gov.bc.ca. Not sure if your well is already
registered? Contact FrontCounter BC.
More information about the Water Sustainability Act and the new regulations
can be found here on the Province’s water website. For specific direction and
guidance on how to apply for a groundwater licence, please visit FrontCounter
BC.
With the size and complexity of the WSA and the number of required
regulations, government is implementing the new Act using a phased
approach. Work on the next phase of regulations and policies has been
initiated on measuring and reporting, livestock watering, water objectives,
planning and governance. Check out the latest blog post on the WSA
Engagement site where we will continue to post updates as the work
progresses.
Living Water Smart Team
Email: livingwatersmart@gov.bc.ca
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