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2013 SCHOLARSHIP GRANT
The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission would like to
remind you of the program to provide a $2,000 scholarship
grant for a family member of a grower licensee, towards the
cost of post secondary education.
The scholarship grant is available for attendance at any
recognized post secondary institution within BC or out of
Province. Funds awarded must be used within an initial 12
month period. One award will be made each year. If you or
a family member may be interested in applying for 2013,
please contact the Commission for more information on
how to apply. Deadline to apply is January 31, 2013.

CHAIR’S REPORT
What a difference a year makes.
Congratulations to all the growers on
a much better harvest than last year.
It would appear that this year’s crop
will come in close to one million
barrels. This is a significant increase
over the last couple of years. Let’s
hope that we have reversed the trend.
The Commission has been meeting
regularly to keep up with all the
things that are happening in the
industry. I was unable to attend the
opening of Ocean Spray’s new
Receiving Station in Richmond but I
understand it worked very well during
harvest this year, once the startup
bugs were taken care of.
The Research Farm is progressing
well - the schedule is to have a
planting plan in place for spring. We
all owe the Cranberry Research
Society a huge thank you for their
determination and diligence. This will
be the corner stone for the industry
in years to come.
With the Holiday Season upon us
we hope that you are able to spend
this precious time with family and
friends.
Lorrie and I would like to
wish each and everyone of you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
Jack Brown, Chairman
BC Cranberry Marketing Commission
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ALLEN MAY - COMMISSIONER TERM ENDS

As some of you may know and many of you probably do not, my 3 year term as a
Commissioner of the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission expires at the upcoming Annual General
Meeting this coming February 2013. After serving continuously as Commissioner since February of
2004, I will not be seeking re-election for another term. I have thoroughly enjoyed my duties over
these past 9 years and the wonderful relationships that I have formed with the local cranberry
growers will stay with me for the rest of my life. I particularly enjoyed working with my fellow
grower commissioners Jeff Hamilton and Todd May as well as our non-growing commissioner Jack
Brown, now our new Chairman, and our past Chairman, John Savage. All of these fellows have
enriched my life as well as educated me in so many ways and have made me a better cranberry
grower in the process. I would also like to extend a sincere thanks to the professional staff, that
over the years have worked so hard and have done everything in their power to better the BC
cranberry industry. Through the leadership and skill of Jack Wessel and the very capable assistance
of Dianne Driessen, so much has been accomplished for our industry. From procuring long term
grants from IAF to do research, marketing promotion, grower education and much more and then
recently, to help us get all the pieces of the puzzle in place to create the Cranberry Research Society
and the actual research farm, I can’t thank you enough. We could not have done it nearly as well
without the both of you.
I still have every intention of being actively involved in the industry through my ownership
interest in Columbia Cranberry Ltd. and still plan to be at many of the meetings and functions that
will come along over the next few years at least, not just as a Commissioner but as a very interested
grower. I’m sure whomever steps forward to fill my seat as the new director will do an excellent job
under the guidance of Chairman Jack Brown and newly appointed Manager Dianne Driessen and that
things will continue to move along as well as ever. I would like to thank all of the BC cranberry
growing community for all your support over these past 9 years and wish the newly elected
Commissioner the best of luck going forward.
~ Allen G. May

UPCOMING DATES TO NOTE
CRANBERRY CONGRESS - FEBRUARY 7, 2013
Preparations are well underway for the 2013 BC Cranberry Congress. The Congress takes
place on Thursday, February 7th, 2013 at Mayfair Lakes Golf & Country Club. The day
begins at 9:00 am and concludes at 3:30 pm with a Meet and Greet with the Speakers.
The Congress Planning Committee has a very informative day planned for you. Speakers
include:
Dr. Frank Caruso, University of Massachusetts
Dr. Kim Patten, Washington State University
Dr. Rebecca Harbut, University of Wisconsin
Dr. Sheila Fitzpatrick, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Caroline Bédard, BC Ministry of Agriculture
Tracy Hueppelsheuser, BC Ministry of Agriculture
Watch for your invitation in early January!
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UPCOMING DATES TO NOTE CONTINUED

NOTICE FOR ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBER

NOTICE FOR ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING - FEBRUARY 20, 2013

NOTICE OF ELECTION FOR A
MEMBER OF THE BC
CRANBERRY MARKETING
COMMISSION

The Annual General Meetings for the BC
Cranberry Marketing Commission and the BC
Cranberry Growers Association has been
scheduled for Wednesday, February 20, 2013.
Both AGM’s will be held at Mayfair Lakes Golf &
Country Club with a start time of 10:00 am.

REGISTERING NEW ACREAGE
All Growers and Producer Vendors are
reminded that you must register any additional
intended acreage with the Commission prior to
planting. A copy of the Commission’s
“Registration of New Cranberry Acreages” form
can be found on the Commission’s website or
can be forwarded to you by calling
604-897-9252 or emailing Dianne at
cranberries@telus.net.

With Allen May’s decision to not seek reelection, please be advised that at the
February 20th, 2013 Annual General
Meeting one Commission member will be
elected for a three year term. All Registered
Growers, as defined in the Scheme, are
eligible to nominate, vote and to stand for
election.
Registered Growers include
Producer Vendors. A Notice of Election
along with a Nomination Form will be
forwarded to all Registered Growers and
Producer Vendors early in January.
A
complete copy of the Commission’s Election
Policy is available on the website:
www.bccranberries.com.
Growers are
asked to please consider serving a term as
a Commissioner.

INDEPENDENT MEMBER APPOINTED TO THE COMMISSION
Earlier this year, the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission’s Scheme was amended to
include one member who is not a grower, appointed by the Commission. As per the
Commission’s Election Rules and Procedures, the Commission requested the Cranberry
Industry Advisory Committee to recommend one or more candidates for this position.
Names of recommended candidates were reviewed at the recent Commission meeting.
The Commission is very pleased to appoint Bob Mitchell to the position of Independent
Member to the Commission.
Bob brings with him a wealth of agricultural information from his 30 plus years with the
Bank of Montreal as their Manager with the Agriculture for BC Division. During the time with
the Bank of Montreal, Bob traveled to most parts of BC and had the opportunity to meet and
become friends with hundreds of farm owners and their families from all agricultural
commodities.
On a personal note, Bob has been married to his wife Carol for the past 48 years and they
have two sons.
We wish Bob a warm welcome and look forward to working with him as a
Commission director.
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CRANBERRY CONSUMER EDUCATION REPORT
Cranberry harvest is complete for 2012, record crop and record length of harvest. Consumer
outreach hasn’t completed though! We have one more opportunity with our Cranberry Christmas
media drop next week to wrap up 2012 in style.
2012 was a big year for BC cranberries. With the preview of our amazing research farm and the
opening of Ocean Spray’s state-of-the-art receiving station to the return of cranberry production
numbers. It was also a great year for media attention and consumer awareness. The fascination and
beauty of harvest still continues to captivate the public.
Planning is well underway for next year with commitments in place for the annual Jr Chef’s Hot
Competition, the Vancouver Wellness Show, Canadian National Bakery Congress, Dietitians of
Canada National Conference and the Fraser Valley Food Show. A truly year-round presence using
social media is also in action with the goal of having no less than one weekly cranberry message on
twitter and Facebook. We are also going back to the cranberry kitchen to create new and uniquely
BC ways of using and celebrating cranberries throughout the year. I am looking forward to the year
ahead.
As always, it is a true privilege and pleasure to work with everyone in the BC cranberry industry.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to represent such a wonderful commodity and group of
people.
I wish you all a happy Christmas and all the very best for a healthy, happy and successful New Year!
~Geraldine

Your industry representatives
From the BC Cranberry Marketing

BC Cranberry
Marketing Commission

BC Cranberry
Growers Association

PO Box 162 Stn A
Abbotsford, BC V2T 6Z5
Phone 604-897-9252

21538 - 87B Ave.
Langley, BC V1M 2E6
Phone: 604-309-9868

very Happy Christmas and all the best in
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Allen May
Todd May
Manager,
Dianne Driessen

Commission and the BC Cranberry
Growers Association we wish you all a

BCCGA Board
Chair, Grant Keefer,
Bob Hopcott
Dave Duchek
Todd May
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Lisa Enfield
Scott May
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Mike Wallis
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